NOTE ON THE TEXT

produce a typographical pastiche. The punctuation of the quarto
has been retained for the same reason, with three slight modifica-
tions of eighteenth-century usage. Pope or his printer occasionally
omits to insert or to close inverted commas: these have been silently
supplied. Again, Pope or his printer sometimes ejmploys a mark
of interrogation (e.g. "Heav'ns! what a pyle?" iii 69) where a
mark of exclamation would now be used. On such occasions the
exclamation mark has been substituted. Finally, apostrophes have
been added where they are lacking.
In dealing with Pope's commentary a number of false references
and misprints have been corrected. In Book II the printer num-
bered 1. 163 as 1. 165 and persisted in his error1 to the end of the
book; the numeration has been adjusted, and the corresponding
adjustment made in the note references. Pope's very numerous
misquotations have presented a special problem. To correct them
all would have added seriously to an already congested page.
Where the misquotation was clearly the printer's error it has been
silently corrected; on other occasions it has been allowed to stand,
but where there seemed to be any good reason for supplying the
correct words (e.g. "where Pope is deliberately falsifying the text,
or softening some reflection upon himself) the actual words of the
quotation are supplied in brackets. To save space, Pope's cross-
references to the text of the poem have been frequently curtailed,
and his distinction between "Imitations" and "Remarks," which
involved his printers in difficulties which they never solved
satisfactorily, has been ignored.
All editorial additions to Pope's commentary have been placed
within diagonal brackets. If this does not add to the beauty of the
page, it does at least enable the reader to tell at a glance whether
he is about to read one of Pope's own notes or a further annotation
of his editor's. All Pope's notes, or parts of notes, subsequent to
those of the 1729 quarto have been dated. When a note was sup-
pressed by Pope, the editions in which it did appear have been
indicated,2 Where no date is given, it can be assumed that the
note first appeared in the quarto and continued unchanged
1.  See Note, p. 6.
2.  e.g. xysga-d following a note indicates that the note first appeared in, the
quarto of 1729, but was dropped from all editions after the octavo  "Second
Edition" of 1729,